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The royal answer indicated the neglected virtues of the
Upper House; and the Prime Minister replied without
enthusiasm that " Your Majesty's argument might doubt-
less have been used with great force from the Opposition
Bench " ; nor was his temper improved by the subsequent
discovery that, when the Queen made her first complaint,
she had not read the full text of his speech.

The outline of his Irish policy was finally disclosed; it
moved Mr. Chamberlain to resignation; and the Queen
commented bleakly on " a measure which does not appear
to command the approval of the Majority of her subjects in
the United Kingdom/' An audience that month impressed
him as " an indication of a coming storm " ; and his personal
relations with the sovereign were shadowed by their political
divergence. For when he pleaded that pressure of work
prevented him from obeying a command to dine and sleep
at Windsor, the Prime Minister was coldly informed that
" Her Majesty is very sorry because Wednesday is the only
day on which Her Majesty could receive you at present."
Mrs. Gladstone intervened with a touching " appeal to your
Majesty's kindness. My husband's throat, I grieve to say,
requires so much rest, that I had arranged to take him a few
miles from London where he would have perfect quiet.
The extraordinary effort upon the 8th being so great, Sir
Andrew Clark has enforced the utmost quiet and watching
on my part, with all the special care a wife can give to
contrive absence of talking and the rest." The Queen
melted; and a statesman of seventy-six was graciously
permitted to reserve his strength from Windsor Castle and
the rigours of an English spring in order to be equal to the
introduction of a Home Rule Bill.

The great day came ; and in the words of his Chief Secre-
tary, " few are the heroic moments in our parliamentary
politics, but this was one." The crowds thronged Palace
Yard; the Prime Minister spoke incomparably for three
hours and a half, in which the forty sections of his Bill
were lucidly expounded. The Queen, however, reserved
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